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Miiller for the enormous mass of pertinent facts garnered in his four 
volumes, for the brilliant suggestions which frequently flash forth, 
and for the sweet, tolerant spirit that enriches the whole. Those 
who have attempted to raise a heresy-hunt after some of his de- 
ductions would have been better employed in trying to participate 
in his learned kindliness. 

R. M. Wenley. 
University of Glasgow. 

The Riddle of the Universe. By Edward Douglas Fawcett. 
London: Edward Arnold, 1893. Pp. xvi., 436. 

This book is essentially an essay in metaphysical monism. 
Part I. is a critical and historical survey of the leading modern 
metaphysical systems. Part II. is a constructive development, 
although incidentally critical of what the author conceives to 
be one-sided philosophies, materialism, agnosticism, dialectic 
philosophy, theology and all ethic subservient to theology, and 
defective modern mysticism. It is easy to see that the author has 
— as he admits — been most influenced by Leibnitz, Schelling, 
Schopenhauer, Hegel, and Renan. There is little ethic in the 
book, and the metaphysical writing, while facile, is somewhat highly 
colored, the author treating eloquently all the time of the wrecks 
of systems, and finding refuge in a universe of persons as the only 
reality, these persons being subject to the biological phenomenon 
of palingenesis. The background of the system is the metacon- 
scious from which the deity of persons is evolved. The individual 
is the only concrete, and should dwarf everything else. The per- 
sistence of the individual is said to be the only serious problem for 
ethics, and the author deprecates the idea of the individual living to 
too great an extent for others. Still, individuals, he thinks, can help 
each other in the march to the common gdal, — a community of 
interpenetrative individuals who are all real, and who together con- 
stitute the sole reality. Of course, while this evolution of person- 
alities is an evolution for the absolute of something which it at one 
time had not, in another, a metaphysical sense, it is only an evo- 
lution of what the absolute potentially was. His system thus 
begins as does that of Von Hartmann ; and ends, as does that of 
Leibnitz, in a monadology, with the exception that the individual 
person is the only real concrete. The author triumphantly ex- 
claims that he is an atheist, a pantheist, a theist, and an agnostic 
all at once. He might have known that most students of systems 



Books Received. 543 

profess to be able to reconcile all these things. To those who have 
not the ability to correlate philosophical systems for themselves, 
the book will doubtless furnish much reflective reading. Is the 
author, though, not confused between historical evolution (what- 
ever that is) and metaphysical evolution ? The subconscious may 
be, for example, a necessary phase in the evolution of the individual, 
without being so for the absolute. 

William Caldwell. 
University of Chicago. 
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